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Join us as we celebrate working women all 

over the U.S.  Keynote speaker is Karen 

Hoyos will grace this special celebration 

with an unforgettable message, and we are 

lucky to have her speak in our area.  

Hoyos’ mission in life is to help people turn 

their lives around so they can achieve the 

things they really want, not just the things 

they think they should want.  

Her infectious enthusiasm overflows as she 

continues her mission to help others find 

their true purpose and lead happier, more 

fulfilling lives. Hoyos trains employees and 

executives of Fortune 500 companies and 

also serves as a personal coach to 

politicians, athletes, and other celebrities. 
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Manage Meetings Effectively  
Paul McDonald of will be a featured speaker 

on Tuesday, August 18.  Paul is an expert on 

leadership, managing people, and change. 

He has been teaching leadership and change 

while providing hands-on consulting and 

training for more than twenty years.  His list of 

clients includes many of the largest 

companies in the Kansas City area including 

Sprint, IBM, Black & Veatch and Cerner, just 

to name a few.   

Paul serves groups of strong, independent-

thinking leaders by helping them solve hard 

problems and make great decisions 

rapidly.  Paul’s goal is to help leaders run 

their meetings in half the time and accomplish 

twice as much. Because of these efforts, 

Paul’s clients attain their definite purpose by 

the coordination of knowledge and effort in a 

spirit of harmony between two or more 

people. 

Paul has been an active member of 

Toastmasters International since 2006. In 

2010, he completed the program to be 

named Distinguished Toastmaster. In 2014 

he did it again. Paul currently serves as the 

Parliamentarian for Toastmasters District 22.  

An avid reader and learner, Paul continues 

his personal growth in leadership and 

strategy. He looks forward to sharing his 

findings with others on the books he reads 

and workshops he attends. 

Please join us for what should be a fun, 

entertaining and informative session.   

 

When: Tuesday, August 18, 

11:15 AM – 1:00 PM 

Where: Hallbrook Country 

Club, Leawood, KS 

This month’s table topic: 

How have you learned from 

failure?   

Business Agenda: 

 Role play using KCEN 

business Cards 

 Opportunities for 

Committee Membership 

 Complete Member 

Interest Survey on WIN 

 Vote on Standing Rules 

and Proud Code of 

Conduct 
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. Not sure what to wear?  Consider 

how you'll be utilizing the photo to 

promote your business and yourself 

professionally.  Solid colors 

photograph best.  Avoid large patterns 

and big shiny jewelry.  

When:  Sunday, August 30  
Noon – 4:00 PM  
 

Where: 7304 W. 130th St.  
Overland Park, 66213 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Every professional needs a current 
head shot and now's your opportunity 

to get yours and make a stunning 

impression!   

Join us for Mugshots and Mimosa’s to 

help support the professional 

development of the ABWA KC 

Express Network.   

This is our biggest fundraiser of the 

year and we need everyone’s 

support. Please invite friends and co-

workers to help support our 

organization.  Plus, they’ll walk away 

with a photo they can be proud of and 

an afternoon sipping Mimosas with 

fabulous ladies 

 

 

Message from the President 

Greetings from your 2015-2016 KC Express Network President.  I’m looking 

forward to a year filled with excitement, interest, energy and enthusiasm with 

our members and guests.  

With the help of our Executive Board and current members, we have had the 

ability to increase our membership by 23 new members of diverse 

occupations in the past 12 months.  This speaks volumes to the effort, time, 

and dedication of the current and past Executive Leadership.  In this next 

year our board is committed to giving you its best through providing business 

and market relevant professional development programs.  These programs 

are designed to help you continue to grow not only personally but 

professionally, and evolve in your leadership skills along with building 

confidence in your networking opportunities.  

The theme for this year is “Grow You Grow Together,” and I am honored to 

be a part of such an accomplished and inspiring organization that has 

changed the last 3 years of my life in such a positive manner.   

All the best,  

Danielle 

The theme for this year is “Grow You Grow Together,” and I am honored to 

be a part of such an accomplished and inspiring organization that has 

changed the last 3 years of my life in such a positive manner.   

All the best,  

Danielle 

“I’m looking 
forward to a year 
filled with 
excitement, 
interest, energy 
and enthusiasm.” 

A $50 fee includes a 15-minute session 

during which you will receive the 

professional services from KCEN 

members:  

 Hair touch-up by Gwen Lane 

 Make-up refresh by Nancy Miller 

 Photo session with Beth Dawson, 

Dawson Photography.    
  

 
 

Book your appointment now! 
 

http://bit.ly/MimosasandMugshotsKCEN 
 

http://bit.ly/MimosasandMugshotsKCEN


 

 

 

 

  

Member Spotlight 

Janice Woods, Zurich Insurance 

Mine is a story of reinventing oneself 

and the importance networking. I started 

working at Zurich in 1989. Working in 

our F&I business unit, I spent a short 

time in underwriting before making the 

move to marketing. I participated in most 

all disciplines of marketing, rising to the 

director level. I made the difficult 

decision to leave Zurich in 2010 to 

spend more time with my son.   

However, I could not sit idly by. I went 

back to school, earning my Masters in 

Marketing. Before finishing my degree, I 

realized I needed more to do during the 

day. I took a part-time administrative job 

at an insurance agency, via a Zurich 

contact. While at the agency, I earned 

my property & casualty insurance 

license.   

Another contact led me to the Marla 

Williams Agency, a Nationwide insurance 

agency who was looking for a part-time 

agent. I jumped at the chance.  I hadn’t 

done sales since my retail days in high 

school and it was an exciting proposition.  

I also accepted the challenge to earn my 

life insurance license to broaden my 

knowledge and ability to help more of our 

customers.   

But my story does not end there.  I 

recently left the agency to return to 

Zurich. I’m back working full-time, this go-

round in the property & casualty business 

unit specializing in Underwriting.  

So what have I learned through all these 

experiences? I’ve learned the importance 

of maintaining a professional network.  

Each door was opened due to a 

professional contact. I also wasn’t afraid 

to make drastic career changes and I 

never stopped learning. That’s why I 

believe in ABWA. Because it gives 

women a chance to develop a new 

network of business people, while at the 

same time providing learning and 

development opportunities.   It’s in your 

hands to make the most of your ABWA 

experience. 
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News & 
Events 
Tuesday, August 18 

11:15 AM – 1:00 PM 

Speaker, Paul McDonald 

Hallbrook Country Club 

Leawood, KS 

 

Sunday, August 30 

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM 

Mimosas and Mugshots 
 

Tuesday, September 15 

11:15 AM – 1:00 PM Speaker, 

Cathy Weaver 

Ya Ya’s Bistro 

Overland Park, KS 
 

Tuesday, September 22 

ABW Day  

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Hallbrook Country Club 

Leawood, KS 
 

October 15 – 17 

ABWA National Women’s 

Leadership Conference  

Albuquerque, NM 

 

 

Welcome Aboard 

Kari Mooneyham 
Morgan Watts 

Happy Birthday 

Sandy Haner, August 4 

Betty Schall, August 8 

Tempe Harty, August 12 

Morgan Watts, August 18 

Wanda Easterwood, August 22 

Danielle Wallace, August 22 

 

Happy ABWA Anniversary 

Nancy Ballenger, 26 years 

Sarah Sanchez, 1 year 

 



 

Danielle Wallace, President 

Danielle.wallace@nm.com 

 
Janice Woods, KCEN Editor  
JanicePWoods@gmail.com 
 
Nancy Miller, Membership 
NMiller55@gmail.com 
 
 

A League of the  
American Business 
Women’s Association 

 

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct  

1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for 

the American Business Women’s Association.  

2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and 

convictions to interfere with the representation of 

ABWA’s mission.  

3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, 

guests, vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect, 

fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in 

good faith.  

4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA 

National, Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.  

5. Members will not use their personal power to advance 

their personal interests.  

6. Members will strive for excellence in their professions 

by maintaining and enhancing their own business 

knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the 

professional development of other members. 

Putting WIN to Work for You  

 

The Women’s Instructional Network or 

WIN, has numerous professional 

development tools that can enhance 

your ABWA experience.  In last 

month’s newsletter, we reviewed 

signing in and an overview of what you 

can find on WIN.  Now we’d like to go 

into more depth about some of the 

courses available to you.   

Creating you ABWA Experience 

One of the first courses you should take 

is “Creating your ABWA Experience.”  

This online course provides a short 

overview of the benefits of ABWA and 

WIN, helping you make the most of your 

membership.  After viewing the video, 

you can design your professional 

development plan, with the aid of the 

New Member Brochure.   

To design your professional 

development plan, visualize what you 

want to achieve in your job and in your 

career. Do you want to be an inspiring 

leader? Do you want to increase your 

readiness for new challenges by 

becoming more versatile? Will becoming 

a better public speaker or 

communicator translate into coveted 

promotional opportunities at work?  

Once you’ve defined your goal, take 

an inventory of the skills and 

experiences you will need in order to 

close the gap from where you are 

today and where you want to be 12 

months. Your last step is to consider 

the learning activities that will best 

support you in achieving your end-

goal. The New Member Brochure 

contains a worksheet to help 

document your personal assessment. 

Once you have a better idea of where 

you’d like to go and what skills you 

need to get there, you’ll be able to 

identify the training tract that’s best for 

you. Go ahead and give it try. Put WIN 

to work for you.    
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