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Message From Your President   

“  

 

 

The Fight Song by Rachel Platten that 
Rene Street played at our National 
Women’s Leadership Conference in 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. I 
am incredibly inspired and motivated to 
make difference in our community.  The 
friendship, leadership, love, and support 
that I was able to witness first hand this 
past weekend was unlike anything I have 
seen.  ABWA takes the time to invest in 
each member personally and 
professionally.  What is amazing is the 
mentorship nationwide that this 
organization provides.  As members, it’s 
our responsibility to spread the word about 

what ABWA can do for strong business 
women like yourself in the Kansas City 
area.  I challenge our members to invite a 
friend, neighbor, or co-worker to join you 
for our next luncheon.  You may impact 
their life in a positive way and introduce 
them to an organization that they have 
been needing in their life for quite some 
time now.  I want to thank KCEN’s 
Woman of the Year Nancy Ballenger, 
along with Jan Jensen, and Sandy Haner 
for attending the conference.  We had the 
opportunity to stand on stage and receive 
an award for Best Practices Level II.  We 
want to share this journey with you 
moving forward.  You have the opportunity 
to join us for our ABWA Central Regional 
Conference April 7-9, 2016 in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 

  If you are interested in learning more, 
please contact me directly at 
danielle.wallace@nm.com 

Thank you for being an inspiration to me 
each and every day! 

 

Kansas City Express Network President, 

Danielle A. Wallace   

 

“This is my fight song 

Take back my life song 

Prove I'm alright song 

My power's turned on 

Starting right now I'll be 
strong 

I'll play my fight song 

And I don't really care if 
nobody else believes 

'Cause I've still got a lot of 
fight left in me” 

The Fight Song by Rachel 
Platten 
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What is Top Ten?  
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October Speaker  

David Winans. Ph. D 

 
 
“HELP” is a four letter word and everyone’s immediate reaction to 
run away when “I’m from the IRS and I’m here to help you” is spoken 
has merit.  
 
In an era where self-help has never been more prosperous and in a 
culture “that is the most in debt, obese, addicted, and medicated 
adult cohort in U.S. history” how is real help discerned and how does 
personal, professional and corporate attempts at improvement avoid 
the snake-oil sale? 
 
 Why does it seem so good to have the consultant who blows in, 
blows off, and blows out? How is it that initial improvement attempts 
fade away and the same olé, same-ole creeps back?     
Real help is closer than you think! 

 

Real Help is 

Closer than You 

Think. 

the Kansas City Area Council 

nominees in June 2016.  If you are 

selected as one of the Top Ten 

Business Women of ABWA, you must 

attend the national conference in 

Chattanooga, Tennessee in October 

2017.  

Past recipients of a nomination from 

KCEN include Sheril Herman, Deb 

Kunz, and Judy Bond.  Past National 

Top Ten award winners include Nancy 

Ballenger.   

If you are interested in being a 

candidate for the Kansas City Express 

Network’s nominee for 2017, please 

contact our recognition committee 

chair, Judy Bond, prior to our 

December 15 meeting. 

 

 

Since its inception in 1953, ABWA has 

recognized hundreds of women for the 

coveted award, the Top Ten Business 

Women of ABWA.  This award is 

intended to underscore a member’s 

professional accomplishments, 

academic achievement, contributions 

to her community and engagement in 

ABWA.  

 The Top Ten Business Women of 

ABWA (Top Ten) are selected by three 

business women from the Kansas City 

area, whereas the American Business 

Woman of ABWA is selected from the 

Top Ten by a panel of peers at the 

National Women’s Leadership 

Conference. 

At our January 2016 meeting we will 

ratify our nominee for the 2017 Top 

Ten.   While the 2017 qualifications 

have not yet been announced, we can 

assume they will be in line with the 

qualifications for 2016.   

 Currently employed (full or part-time) 

or have your own business;  

 Member of ABWA in good standing 

since May 15, 2013;  

 Primary member of KCEN since May 

15, 2014;  

 Completed at least one APEX award 

on WIN;  

 Have served as a board member or 

committee chair;  

 Attended a national or regional 

conference in the last three years;   

 Sponsored at least 3 new members 

Should you be selected as our 

nominee, you must complete an 

application and deliver it to ABWA 

National by May 15, 2016 and agree 

to attend the recognition luncheon for 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Member Spotlight 

Linda Khan, AAA Insurance Agent at AAA Insurance  
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News & Events 

Tuesday, November 17 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Hallbrook Country Club 

Leawood, KS 

 

Tuesday, December 1  

Giving Tuesday. Make a tax-

deductible contribution to the 

Stephen Bufton Memorial 

Educational Fund at 

www.sbmef.org 

 

Tuesday, December 15 

Top Ten Applications Due 

 

Tuesday, December  17 

11:00 am – 1:00 pm 

Hallbrook Country Club 

Leawood, KS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABWA Anniversary 
 

Gloria Donohue-Little, 16 years  
Wanda Easterwood,  1 year 

Cheryl Kessler,  20 years 
Jennifer Matascik,  8 years 

Karen Spencer,  1year  
Danielle Wallace, 3 years 

Swati Yelmar, 1 year 
 

October Birthdays 
 

Mary Burke  

Nancy Oglesby  
 

New Members 
 

 

Connie Thomas 
Jennifer Ostroga 
Savannah Hoit  

Deborah Beaulieu  
 

 Linda Khan is one of our newest ABWA member since June of this year.  She 

is an Insurance Agent with AAA Insurance and has worked with AAA for 6 

years, but has over 30 years experience in the Insurance Industry.   

  She has won many awards, including her favorite Award yet is the JD 

Powers Award for customer service.    She takes pride in what she does for 

her customers and making sure they are properly protected when a personal 

loss or devastation occurs.  

  Linda and her team are right there to walk her clients through the process 

during their difficult time.   Always giving the extra personal touch.          

 As Linda has many accomplishments, she is also proud to be a grandmother 

of two, who live in Virginia.   

Linda is very involved in the community, she is currently President of the New 

Theater Scholarship Foundation, member of the Fireside Committee / KC Art 

Institute and Past President of the Lenexa Rotary Club.  

When you see Linda welcome her to our group and congratulate her for 

getting married earlier this year to a wonderful guy named David McKibben 

who owns his own landscaping company in Bonner Springs.  

If you have any concerns about your family not being fully protected or just 

have questions, please reach out to Linda she would be more than happy to 

help!    Linda Khan, Agent 913-248-1627 khan.linda@aaamissouri.com 
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Danielle Wallace, President 

Danielle.wallace@nm.com 

 
Nancy Miller, Membership 
NMiller55@gmail.com 
 
 
 

A League of the  
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Women’s Association 

 

ABWA’s Proud Code of Conduct  

1. All members will serve as goodwill ambassadors for 

the American Business Women’s Association.  

2. Members will not allow their personal beliefs and 

convictions to interfere with the representation of 

ABWA’s mission.  

3. Members will always treat their member colleagues, 

guests, vendors and sponsors with honesty, respect, 

fairness, integrity, responsibility, kindness, and in 

good faith.  

4. Members will maintain compliance with ABWA 

National, Chapter and Express Network Bylaws.  

5. Members will not use their personal power to advance 

their personal interests.  

6. Members will strive for excellence in their professions 

by maintaining and enhancing their own business 

knowledge and skills, and by encouraging the 

professional development of other members. 

Putting WIN to Work for You  

 

We are continuing our series on 

benefits of WIN.  By now I hope you 

have at least signed on and looked 

around the site.  If you need a 

password reset, email Eudora Savage 

at ESavage@ABWA.org.   

The APEX Award, which stands for 

Achieving Personal Excellence, was 

established in 2010. It recognizes 

members for their personal excellence 

by successfully completing on-line 

learning courses offered through the 

Women’s Instructional Network. 

This is a great resume building 

opportunity.  The courses may be 

launched by logging into WIN and click 

on Training.   

There are opportunities to earn 

Apexes in the following categories: 

 

Personal Marketing  

Module: Creating Your ABWA 

Experience  

 

Job Suite  

Module 1: Resumes That Get Results  

Module 2: Interviews that Get Results  

Module 3: The First Days off the Job  

Module 4: The Joy of Starting Over  

Module 5: The Joy of Jumping In  

How to Be Heard  

Module 1: Powerful Conception: Idea  

Module 2: A Survey of Influence 

Strategies  

Module 3: The Influential Power of 

Story  

 

Teaming  

To qualify for the Apex in Teaming 

Award, members must complete six 

Team Tools modules, selected from 

two different options. Members may 

participate in both options if she 

chooses.  

 

Members who complete the learning 

courses will be recognized at ABWA’s 

regional and national conference 

events and sent a certification of 

completion.  You’ll receive a nice 

certificate you can frame and hang in 

your office as well as adding the 

reward to your resume and Linked In 

profile.   
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